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Time for the 
first lesson of the day, 
my daughters. 


Now, if you are 
hungry in the forest, 
you need not despair. 


You Can Convince 
most trees to blossom and 
grow fruit, as long as you ask 
politely and address them 
using the proper terms. 





Who Knows the 
name Apple prefers? 
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This lesson isn't 
for you -- these girls are 
learning secrets! y 





But I 
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Vervain 
Caught me 
again. 


I don't understand why 
Juniper and Hazel and them 
Can all learn how to talk To 
trees and make potions and 

do spells and I can't. 


It's = J 
not fair. | 
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But, Aster, But I want 


that magic isn't to learn it! 
for you. 


How 
many Times 
do I have to 
explain That? 





Women and men have different 
types of magic, and witches pass down 
their Knowledge from mother to daughter. 
That's how it is and how it's always been, 


But it's not like ine 
there's nothing for you! 
| Soon your shapeshifting 
} will begin, and with it, the 
\ ability to see demons 
Ni and to fight them. 













You'll be one 
of the men. 


rF  . . . Don't want 
. to shapeshiftT ... 


Did you 
Know that 
Grandmother 
iS a twin? 


She had a 


twin brother. ' 
Mikasi. 


, Now, Grandmother is 
very steady and wise, and 
always has been, but her 
brother had no patience 
or WiSdom. | 


He wanted what 
he couldn't have: his 


ih == sister's magic. 
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He spied on her and 
neglected his lessons. 


Aithough she tried 
to Keep the secrets, he 
managed to steal spells 
from her and cast them. 


Aster, the spells 
poisoned his magic, 
and he lost control. 


People were hurt, 
the house was damaged, 
and from then on, he could 
Shapeshift, but only into 
great ferocious beasts 
Which he could not tame. 
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He was cast out, " 
for he was a danger to 
himself and the family. 


wr He stolea 
great treasure 
before he left 


and was never 266 ™ 
seen again. 





That's not 
a story we tell 
very often. 


But ...I1 think 
you need to Know 


I'll not see 
you turn out 
like Mikasi. 





Aster, we're 
playing Capture 
the flag and we 
need one more! 

You wanna? 
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Why'd Sedge 
have to go and 
get Aster? He's 

never good in 


THEM: « 





Okay, so this 
time let's split 
up and Come at 
the hill from 
two angles. 
wy a 
WM 
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Aquila will probably be 
their lookout, and he can 
already shift, so we've got 
to watch out because he'll 
probably be a bird -- 














Because I'm so 


Why are you in 
Charming, obviously! 


charge, Sedge? Why 
not let someone who 

can shift handle 
the strategy? 















And I 
like doing 
strategies. 
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Was it part 

of your brilliant 
plan to get Aster 
on our team? 


a 
vy Well, it's not like — * 
you like This game. 


You said so yourself &® 
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Gentlemen, 
gentlemen! 





I just think 

it's stupid that the % 

girls are learning lessons 

and we're running around 
in the woods. 


Linden, you will abide 


by my decisions as your wise 
leader, and you can do the y Aster, as 
W you very well 


trate ext r ; 
eater egy tle? eee Know, This 
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What 
did my Dad 7 
Say? -- ~ 


"valuable experience “7 
= that can be applied to 
our futures as demon 7 
\ fighters." “\Te 


\ 
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Okay, now, Aster, we'll = 
have you on lookout by the ¢| 
henhouse in Case they Try To © 
get to our flag that way... 





Aren't you 
Supposed To Tell 
me not to be 
doing this? 


If you're going 
to be playing with 
} Witchery, at least 
get it right. 


one are you, 
again? 


Aster, 
Grandmother. 


| 


Well, just 
be careful, 
m'boy. 

















. asked me 
to make a flower grow in 
class yesterday, but instead I 
made the desk start sprouting 
leaves, So embarrassing... 


I think my dad had to 
chop that up for firewood! 
He didn't look happy. 








How'd 
you mess 
up the spell, / 
Juniper? 4— 


Don't you want 
to go eat dinner with 
the other boys? 


Hey, guys, 

isn't that 

your dad's 
car? 








How'd 
you mess 
up the spell, / 
Juniper? 4— 


Don't you want 
to go eat dinner with 
the other boys? 


Hey, guys, 

isn't that 

your dad's 
car? 





Aster, go say 
hi, I'll be there 
in a sec. 





Oof! You must've 
grown a foot since I 
was here last, Kid! 


It wasn't 
that long 
ago. 


— se : Bleaugh! 
see you. 





You're back 
SO soon! 
How are the 
Nakamoras? 


Did the 
problem end up 
being a demon 

, after all? 


We can talk about 
work later. I want to 
Know everything that's 
been going on at home! 


Kitchen first. 
It was a Thirsty 
drive. 


I'll be right 
back -- 


I was in 
the middle of 
a casting; let 
me just finish 





I came back 
for you, Son. 


I wanted to 
help you get 


Have you 
been having 
the dreams 


Dad... can't 
you tell me about the 
demon instead? 


Everyone has 
dreams. 





Animal dreams, 
Aster. You came back 


to help Aster 
Animal prepare for the 
Spirits will come 5 Finding? 
to you in dreams ee —— 
to see if you're 
fit to receive 
their gifts. 
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I hada 
dream about 
Some bees a 
few weeks 


| ago. 


\) 

But I'd just % 
been working in 
the beehives, 
O86 «+. 


This time Yale 


Find your first Well... yes, | 
form -- I can but plenty of shifters 
smell it! I Know tried three, | 
even four years, before , 
a Spirit approached «| 
hem. ‘ 


You Found 
your form the 
first time you 

tried. 











Don't worry Mss — yy 
about it, Aster. | y I'm gonna go. 
ial |  Canwe... get 
It'll come naturally; L_——_ ready later, Dad? 
there's no sense in } ia 
fretting. 








I don't 
Know how to 
help him. 


Give him time. When 
he's ready, the spirits 
will Find him and teach 

him how to shift. 


And then he won't 
have this silly fascination 
with witchery. 
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It's still 
happening, 
then? 


' Sneaking into 


he girls’ lessons 
and all? 


of yours will 
grow into a 
good man; 
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thank you! 


> 
° 
> 
x 
— 
S 
£ 
+ 


S$ a 


That’ 
neat trick. 





thank you! 
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That’ 
neat trick. 





I wasn't doing 


Can I have ) 


' I'm Cha 
rlotte 
Charlie. 


soit | 


Bea! you, Um . 

sage ell anyone ° 

that? With Fe 
berries? ° 





I wasn't doing 


Can I have ) 


' I'm Cha 
rlotte 
Charlie. 


soit | 


Bea! you, Um . 

sage ell anyone ° 

that? With Fe 
berries? ° 
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You don't go to Sterling | 
Junior High, do you? I'd have 


recognized you. 
Um, what 


happened to 
your leg? 


different... 
school. 


It's okay. 


Not, 
like, creepy- 
weird. 


Just... 
you'd definitely 


ill — stick out in my | 
J \7 = | AL School. ae 


' 
t 


fae vee 
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NY 


You don't go to Sterling | 
Junior High, do you? I'd have 


recognized you. 
Um, what 


happened to 
your leg? 


different... 
school. 


It's okay. 


Not, 
like, creepy- 
weird. 


Just... 
you'd definitely 


ill — stick out in my | 
J \7 = | AL School. ae 
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You talked to a bush and 
made it grow blackberries, 
and that's... 


well, 


But I promise 
I won't tell 
anyone. 


Not my dads, 
or anyone at my 
school, or anyone at 


your definitely-not- 
made-up school. 


Thanks. 


Well, I've gotta go. 
Bye, berry boy. 





You talked to a bush and 
made it grow blackberries, 
and that's... 


well, 


But I promise 
I won't tell 
anyone. 


Not my dads, 
or anyone at my 
school, or anyone at 


your definitely-not- 
made-up school. 


Thanks. 


Well, I've gotta go. 
Bye, berry boy. 





Aster! 
My name is 
Aster! 





For as long as anyone can 
remember, and longer still, the 
animal spirits That we share our 
world with have offered the men 
of our family a great gift. 
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We may speak 
with them, enlist their 
help, and, most powerful of 
all, take their gifts and 
assume their forms. 


You will have had dreams 
where you met with animals 
and spoke with them. 


These were spirits seeking 
you out, deciding if you were 
worthy of their favor. 





Tonight, on the 
equinox, you will go out into 
the forest and seek a Spirit 

of your own. 


———— 


It may test you; pose 
you riddles or wrestle 
for dominance. 


If you impress Stay alert, be clever, 
it, it will give you and take what is offered. 


its form to 


I Know this 
is your night, 
my Son. 





pay Only beneficial spirits 
B may cross the boundaries 
of our property. 
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Be safe, 
Sons. 4 
Tonight, especially, / 
there are demons waiting 
outside the borders. 





Please. 





Please Come. 


This time, this year, finally, 
please let me see you. 





from me -- 
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Easy, there, 


But the 
boundaries -- 


Ssh! I'm 
talking To an 
animal spirit. 
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There's neither 
Sign nor scent of 
him. He must have 

been taken. 


This is a 
bad night for 
demons. 


I always 
think it's foolish, 
having the Finding 

on This night. 





be pretty 
Shaken up. 


I have to 
reinforce the 
boundaries. 


I have to 
leave tonight. 

Warn the Tarwells 
and the Wildwood clan 
that something's on 

the prowl. 





Son, 
before Sedge 
was taken -- 


I Know 
what you're 
going to ask and 
no, I didn't see 
any spirits. 


I waited and 
waited but it was 
just cold and dark 
and there wasn't 

anything! 








I'm SO Sorry ~ 
you had to see ek Don't t+reat 


that, Aster . me like a baby, 


you're only three 
years older. 





Three years Are you 
and two months. helping Mom? S 
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We're trying to scry 
for Sedge, me and some 
of the younger girls. 


Use magic to 
look for him. 


But none of the 
normal bowls we use 
are working, so I'm 
looking for something 

SISO « « 


You look in 
a bowl? 


In water. 
In a Silver bowl, 
usually. Silver 
for the moon. 


And you reflect 
the moon in it, and 
you stir it counter- 

clockwise, and -- 





And say 
the person's 
name. 





Bur you're nat You should go 


Supposed to Know 














This 15 privaje. 
We ve here So witches 
cant fy an US. 





It's terrible what happened 
to Sedge, and everyone is 
working to find him. 


But do you 
Know Why it 
happened? 








He stepped outside 
the barrier. 









That's correct, 
Tupelo. 


AA @ « 
We are protected here, © 
because this is a place to 
be safe and learn. 


But outside the standing 
“L" stones, demons and broken Spirits 
and the fallen roam, preying on 
humans -- although most people 
don't Know their true nature. 


You can't live in 
this house forever. You 
must remember that, though 
they are rare, There are 
creatures that want to kill 
you and worse. 


That's why it's 
important To learn 
to fight, and that's 

why we speak to 

animal spirits. 
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You must be strong, 
because your job will be 


to protect the humans Can't the 
and the witches from witches protect 
these monsters. +hemselves? 


Sure, with the standing 
stones and other magics. But 
witchery takes time, and is 
better used for other things. 


When it comes to 
battle, to the struggle of 
life or death... that's 

where we Come in. ; 


So tellme... 
did some of you 
meet animal spirits 
last night? 


Yes, Aquila? 
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| -- was a bird 
An old badger “i , 
Came +o me, and he definitely Something 


with feathers, and -- go once I caught 
ame wrestle, it told me -- it, he told me secrets 
=> ey aes 1 of the treetops and 
Soe said I would learn 
his form! 
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Hi, | 
Charlie. « 
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My name 
is Aster. 





I was sort 
of looking for 





Are you 
Supposed to play 
That sitting 


Wow, 
never mina! 





Why were you 
looking for me? 










I can't talk 
To anyone in 
my house! 
I want to... help and 
stuff ... but everyone 


thinks I'm a freak. 





I'm good at... 
this one thing, but it’s a 
thing that only girls do. 


But I'm not 
good at boy stuff, 
and I just... 










Ugh, tell "This year at school they 
me about it Stop having co-ed teams, and 
‘== the guys have way more sports 
: than the girls. 


They split stuff up 
for boys and girls 
at your school? 





Not everything. I probably 
But sports, yeah, won't get to 
and that's what play this year 

I really like. : 


At least I 
have softball, 
OUT aw 











My family is 
like that, Too. I 
don't get it. 









If you're good 
at something -- 











You should 
just be allowed 
to do it! 


Can you : 
Keep a secret? , 


Do you have, 
like, a bowl? 


Silver? 


Cross my heart 
and may maggots 
eat my eyes. 





There isa 
moon, SO maybe 
this’ll work. 


I overheard 
Mom saying it's more 
about intent than 
Specifics ... 


Okay, T'll 
try To show 
you my mom. 
I think you'd 

like her. 





How're you 
doing that? 


And that's 
your house? 


girl thing. y 
But... 

I really like it. 
It's not like I can 


magic? 


And you're 
not supposed 
+o do it? 





S ' I don't Know 
What else * a lot of spells. 
They're secret. 


Well, you 
Saw, I can make 
Fruit grow. 


I can scry, and 

I can light candles, 
but it doesn't 
always work. 


I can make 
a little circle 
of silence -- I 
use that one a 

lot to read. 


And I can 
fix broken things. 


Like bones? 





Could I -- 


could I pay you or 
give you something or -- 


No, I meant 
ti! ae 


broken bowls 
and things... 


If you could 
heal my leg... 


Aster, the doctor 
Said it was a really 


bad break, and it'll 

take forever to heal 
and it still might not 

be quite right -- 


| Have you 
seen Aster? 










Something's 
wrong. 










No, there's 
been weird stuff 
happening. 


My dads get worried 
when I stay out late, Too. 
, It's probably just -- 








I have to 
go. I'm sorry. 
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I can't fix 
your leg now. 


I might just 
make it worse, 
. anyway. 


, 
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But I'll find 

out how, and 

I'll come back 
really soon, 
I promise. 


I think it's 
brilliant. 


Hey, Aster? 
Your magic? 





You're 
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Do you 
Know where the | What? 
others are? i I was just 
. a on a Walk. 


Tupelo and Aquila. 
They're missing. 


Something is 
taking our boys. 





Something that sneaks 
through our boundaries and 
evades us at every turn. 


It may be an animal 
spirit, but what would 
its motivation be? 


It may be 
a demon we've 
never encountered 
before. 


We need 
To stay on 
our guard. 


La 
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We need to find 
out how this monster is 
getting to us, and where 


Xx it's Keeping our boys. 
‘ie I refuse to 

| believe they're... 
| not alive. — 
3 \\ 
sees 


Kids see anything 
strange -- 


anything 


at all -- let 





on You all have heard tales, my 

Z daughters, of the witches of old, 

¢ who went into battle against 
rival Clans and evil spirits. 
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We are lucky to live in this time 
and this country, where there is peace 
between witches and the evil spirits are | 

not as bold as they once were. \ 


But I cannot promise 
you lives free of battle -- 
especially with the evil that 

seems to have descended 
on our family. 
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And so 
you must learn about our 
house's Weapons, passed down 


aS 
J \ 9 


: They channel 
and magnify your will, 
= and can perform various 
tasks depending on 
what you desire. 


° ‘ 
The six stones, 
for example -- 


Sse : 
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WS. toss them and 
Ree they will tell you things 
Qs about the future. 
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But if you wish to 
restrain or Capture 


A net to trap 
Spirits or the wind 
or an idea. 





They are 
vessels for your 
focus. Now, the 
dagger hilt -- 


Is there one It looks like 


weapon miSSiN9? +Here's space 


for a fifth. 


The sword 
was stolen before you 
were born, child, by the 
traitor Mikasi. 
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He hoped to use it to 
Y give himself unnatural powers, 
but because he was a man, it 


could only have hurt him or 
Li Wht Dy. else not worked aft all. 


Se all 
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The dagger, | 
Though lesser 
than the sword, 


has unique 
properties... 
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. Spying 
again, that's 
So weird. 


Hey, Aster, 
I had a question 
for you. 





Where even 
were you last 
night? 


When 
Aquila and 'Pelo 
went missing? 


wat! os 


Because your 
mom Was looking 
for you for ages. 


walk, I said -- 


Oh, yeah? Because when 
Alone or Sedge was taken, 


with them? you were right 
> there. Yeah! You 


were the only 
one to see him 
get taken. 





We're just ; 
Saying you're You don't pay 
weird. attention in class -- 
when you even Come -- 
and you're always... 
Sneaking around. 


I didn't -- 
I don't sneak! 


Have you 
ever shifted? 


I've never seen 
it, and you're older 
than Brome! 


Leave 
me alone, 
Linden. , 





You're 
even worse at it 
than Cygnus! 





You're better than 
our little friend 


Maybe you were And you 
jealous that they wanted to 
got their forms? do something 

about it? 


Don't be stupid, 
aN y ff] I wasn't jealous of 
> 3 


Tupelo and Aquila. 
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You're not jealous 
that everyone can shift 
except you? 





That mean you finally 
figured it out? 


Come on, , 
Aster, show us. turn into 
Something 

fierce. 


Come on, 
Aster. Did you do 
Something To 
Sedge and 'Pelo 
and Aquila? 





Just leave 
me alone, 
guys -- 





Why can't 
you shift and 
Fight back, 
Aster? 


I think you're 
a freak. I don't think 
you have any magic. 
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At least not 
the right Kind. 





He did 
witchery! 











Really, really 
stupid. 


I think 
3 Come . s+ 
this way. 


Don't 
Want To worry 
Mom... 





Okay, who's 
there? 


Linden, you'd better 
not be sneaking up 
on me -- 








Aster? 











I think 
it's Sedge. 





This'll have to 
hold until we can find 
a Way to help him. 


Could you pass 
me the red chalk, 
dear? 





Why're 
you writing 
his name? 


ah 
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The containment rune 
wT would work for a while, but with 
\ the name of its subject, it will 
». be much more powerful. 
There's little you can't 
do if you have the name of 
a being and the skill. 


| Oh, they're 
— just -- 


And what's this 

bit -- the fiddly 

drawings around 
the edge? 





This magic 
isn't for you. 


I wouldn't 
even be drawing it with 
you here if everyone else 
Wasn't in such a tizzy. 
All these terrible things 
happening. 





Now 
get -- 


go back to | 
the house and ask © 
Uncle Kieran if you | 

Can help him. | 





... All we Know 
is That something 
corrupted Sedge. 


He's still him, as far as 
I can see. The use of his name 
was efficacious, and... 


I'll have To 
look at him with 
my eyestone in 
the morning -- 


But he's been 
twisted into the worst, 
most vicious Shape he 
could become. 





And we can assume I've never 
that this is happening heard of this 
to Tupelo and Aquila, ——Tes “appening, 
as well. * 

Who Knows if 
Sedge escaped 
or Was set 
loose? 





What do we do, 
then? What do we 
do for our boy? 


Healing magic and 
time and your love. 


If anything 
Can bring him back, 
it's that. 








Toolish to be 
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But not a werewolf -- “Wy ) | 


that certainly couldn't 
\ have gottenin... 
XK 


A clever demon, 
or a powerful one? 





Aster! 
What are you 


doing here? 


Aunt Iris, 
I wanted to tell 
you something. 
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Can it 
Wait, child? 


most certainly 
were not! 


i 





It's about 
Sedge. 


Tell me. 


I can't 
tell my mom. 


But the night 
Sedge vanished ... 
I scryed. 


And 1 saw a Cave, and 
there was a voice, and I Know 
I wasn't supposed to -- 





p, 


But it worked! 
I thought you might 
understand... 





Si 


Bad things happen to boys 
who dabble with witchery. 
Yes, and vice versa, too! I've 
seen it. Ask Grandmother about 
her brother, Mikasi, sometime -- 
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Dont be 
afr aid. 
ty . : tA 
urt Ua tdle 
man - Iild 


A male child of witches 
and shifters, yes, fy one J 
havent met yer Jm here fo, make you the 
Same offer Tye made’ fa your 
brothers and cousins. hm”? 


They were all s 
alerted Aquila a 


Tupelo and Sedge. 





Y-yo 
Kj : 
gn 3 them? 
at was you? 


sts shhh 
pr 


aA GN a 





}t J wanted 
fo 
ra you, the witches’ 
; ndary wouldnt 
ave lef me in. 


No, no, no. 
] simply have 
R pro bs ition. 


| te) 8 
oT atl 


pure different zg 


<A rom the other S. 


Youve not found 
a” firs ws Vet, 


ave you ; 





They are jealous ™ 
of power, and they ‘om 
weaken Shifters: 

SS 


. (Come. “ 
ough, @ CAN 
: feath you to shiff. 
~ Sy; 
ara ge 
A Pa Ja ), I can Show you 
owerful forms. 


Aquila ard Tupelo 
are learning fas: 





bul JU. + 
I can smell 
power on yeu. 
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| And Im the 
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cs wht can {each 7 ) 
YY you hw fouseit, 
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(anf risk You 
speaking of this ty 
Che wit qnes, of 


Course - 





You want beable 
to tell any witch or ) Theyd only 
stiffer about this. jealous, you Know 


& Call when youre 
ready 





in lh ieee én ieee eet Meet Tea 
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Juniper, it's 
almost boiling. 


Add the dyes. 
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Quick, while it's 
still hot, seal The 
binding circle. 


The circle can't 
Capture anything if 
we don't Know its 


name, Holly. 








I Know 


that, Iris, but This circle is 
it's best to have powerful enough that 
it prepared. aS Soon as we find out its 


name, if it even gets close 
it'll get trapped. 


All we 
need is a 
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What do 
you remember, 
sweetness? 


. that time “GY 


I had the really 
bad fever. 


> 
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like .. 


Sty. 


AL ti 


ed 





me in a Cave? 


Did you find 





First about giving 
me the strongest 


His voice is finally 
gone. He was always Talking 













; form. 
to me, Saying... 1 thought 
it was part of the 
ceremony? 


EN 
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And his magic hurt, 
but it made me strong. 
He made me... 





He said bad 
Things about witches, 
about a/l/ of you. 
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And then he said 
I was too weak -- when I 
couldn't shift back -- 
and there was 
only one thing I could 
do to be strong... 


allt iy I" 
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ww , 
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you 
be 
L-whd-y 
it? 
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This thing is so clearly 
an evil monster who wants To 
turn you into a monster, too! 


It's more 
complicated 
than that. 


I don't Know. 
being dumb. a7'6 JURY 6 cs 


When I think about 
my life? And the future? 
What am I going to do? 
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I can stay with my 
family, and everyone will 
think that I just don't 

have any magic. 


That I'm 
a dud who can't 
Shapeshift. 


Maybe if I just 
never do witchery, 
it'll go away. 


Ov It Can « 4.4 
I don't Know, run 
away? But no magical 
family would take 
me in. 


And I'd still 
have to hide my 
magic From -- from 
people like you. 


So, I don't Know. Is 
it so crazy to let that 
thing teach me how to 

Shapeshift? 
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If I could come 
home afterward, and 
if I could finally do the 
magic everyone wants 
me todo... 
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I don't think 
my mom and dad would 
care that I learned 
from a monster. 


But you 
Said you'd heal 
my leg. 




















I don't 
think I should. 










My magic -- 
it's wrong. 
I shouldn't use 
it on other You Know 
people. how I broke 
it? 


There're these boys at 
school. They're all, like, fifteen, 
and they have dirt bikes and they're 
always riding around the woods. 


So, They were bothering 
me, and I Kinda... 
made a bet. 






Sed 
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I bet that none of 
them could ride their 

bikes off this certain 
cliff and make it to 


the other side. And then they 
said that I had to try, 
too. And I said if they 
were scared, I would do it 
first and show them how 
it Was done, and 
then... 








How did 
yeu = 


It wasn't, 


like, that far 


a drop. 
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Well, the 
bike was too big 
for me to really 

control it. 











Fifteen feet? 


It's good I was WHAT'S « «4 
wearing a helmet, but I terrible. And 
landed on my leg, and... why... ? 

I mean, So, you 
tried to do something you 
weren't supposed to and 

you got really hurt? 


What 
are you 
Saying? 





The thing is? 


I only dared 
those boys to jump the 
cliff because I wanted 

to do it, too. 


It was the coolest 
thing I've ever done, even 
if I did get hurt. And I'd 

do it again. 
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Stop 
feeling sorry 


OR S : 

< for CO a 

Va [ Be 
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I'm going 
to heal your 
leg now. 


I'm going 
to need some 
things... 
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It feels... 
warm and...I 
dunno -- feels really 
good actually. 


I think 
it worked! 
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Ce, OW « «. Aster! 
a while. Until "the What are my 
magic has run its dads gonna 
course." Think? 








How long's it 
going to glow, 


saan Says to stay 


off the leg until 
then, too. 


f- 
ta. 


I don't Know, 
but I have to go. 









Can't stay 
out after sunset 
anymore. 





Aw, they wanted you 
to stay for dinner. We're 
making meatloaf! 


Sorry. 


Um, I hope 
your leg heals 
okay! 


Can I come 
over later? If 
it is? 


DP ee 


Ihave 
an idea. 


“ye 


Uh... yeah, 
but you Can't let 
anyone see you. 


And you're 
not going to call 
that evil monster 
If you go down your street thing, right? 

and follow that old dirt road ) 
about half a mile, you should be 
able to see the lights from my 
house off to the left. 


Someone might 
be patrolling, 
So be sneaky. 
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You were — You're really 
right; itwasa | good at this magic 
) dumb idea. oar stuff, Aster. 








WIE. 
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You really Aster! Look 
Shouldn't be here, at my leg! 


I'll get in So much I ran all 
trouble if -- the way here! 








Yeah?! 
It feels 
okay? 


Why did you 
bring that? 


Better 
than okay. 


Come on, now that I Know 
there are rea/ monsters out there, I'm 
not gonna go wandering through the woods 
to a witch's house without a weapon. 


That makes 
sense. 





Where's 
the demon 
phone? 


I think 
you Should call 
him. 


Hear 
me out! 


You can't tell any 
adults about this, right? 
And he's gonna Keep taking 
your Cousins until you're 
the only one left. 


And who 
Knows if they'll 
come back and 
what they'll look 
like when they /~ 
do? Zz 


4 


ky % 
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DP <i 


154 





But you 
have a Way to get 
to him, and! 


You have the element 
of surprise! Because you 
can do witchery. 


I don't 
Know any Spells 
powerful enough 

To hurt him. 


Weren't you telling 
me about those weapons? 
Let's figure out how to 
get one of them. 
Surprise, yeah? I'll stay 
here, and if something goes 
wrong, I'll tell your family 
everything. 


There's no 
magic on me. 


| , 
then Wwhot [ie 
— 
) do I do? 


Go rescue 
your Cousins, -; 
obviously! 





But it's so 


dangerous. But you 


d : . ————) have rea/ 
I have no + ae WI magic. 
idea what th | om ie IM 
Beast even is. ~y — Shouldn't i 
a " you use it for | 
Something... 
good? "f 
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Okay. And 
these. 


Ooh, take 
this one! 





Are you 
scared? 


right. I think I'm the You might want 
only one who Can rescue to hide. I don't Know 
Tupelo and Aquila. what'll happen. 




















i ame inside 
Yeah, I mea W = - you 
my COUSINS 


here? Na Me 


., come 
inside. 





Ive brought 
anather fo you. 
boys. Our pack 
GrUws ever 
larger. 


$7 Trength in numbers, 
this time, for my assault 
on the witches. 





Aster, you're here? 


Have you seen my Tupelo, don't eat 
mom? I hope she's that! Can't you see 
not worried. it's rotten? 





There 's something 
strange about you , 
an UNeasiness . 


I cannot see the 
Beast inside yu, and hov! 
can J teach you to change 
if I dont ‘know nat 
manner of beast you are? 


What are 
you going to do 
about it? 





i Ai ‘9 b 
ngs 5 fo kill. ¢ 


tO fase your 


soul 
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; The sword 

was Stolen before you 

were born, child, by the 
traitor Mikasi. 
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You have 
the sou 
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Yeah, but 1 think 
he's Coming, and I don't Know 
how to close this, and I have 
to get downstairs -- 








Now 
where did 


they -- 











Watch out, 
watch out, he's 
coming through! 





Aster, what's Stay away from 


happening? 44. spell! It's too 
dangerous -- 


Mom, 
you have to 
trust me! 
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Aster, 


how... 


? 


| Help the boys; they're in Aunt 
Iris's room. He was poisoning 
Their magic. 


Who is 
this? Aster? 


What is this 
person doing here? 
What's going on? 


And my 
friend -- 





Calm yourself, 
daughter. 


Danger 
has passed. 


My brother... 

I never thought 

I'd see him again 
in this life. 


How did 
he become like 
that? 





Mikasi never could 
Change his form, not like 
the other boys. 


Used to follow 
after me, begging for 
words of power. 


Truth to tell, Kept them secret, 


witchery Came hard to me, even when my own brother 


too, in those days. antes se win tenre te Wie 
I was proud of eyes to teach him. 


the words I'd learned, N Ye , 
yes, and jealous. WO a I) ff 





Mother, you 
shouldn't talk about 
things like this with 
thot ... girl There. 


We all Kept him 
from it, told him to 
learn shifting and be 

happy with That. 


So he tried 
To use witchery To 
Shapeshift, but it 
Was all wrong. 


I've already 

told her all 

about magic 
anyway! 





A black hate grew in 
him: of me and our mothers and 
grandmothers, all those who had 

kept secrets from him. 


Even of the other 
boys. They teased him 
So much. 


He learned a strange Kind of 
shifting that made him turn into 
monsters, not true animals aft all, 

and hurt him as he shifted. 





He left on our 
eighteenth birthday. 


Our family’s rejection 
Spurred him to seek someone 
Who would teach him the Kind 

of magic he so desired. 


I still had a bond to 
him -- I could feel his anger and 
resentment grow as he traveled 
alone, frustrated in his quest. 


I could feel him 
building a powerful form and 
becoming trapped in it. 


I felt... 





I felt him try 
to Come home once... 
when he realized what 
he had become. 


We drove him away 
as a beast and a demon. 


I felt the pain 
drive him mad. 


My brother... 


But surely 
you did nothing 
wrong. 





Mikasi wanted 
something that wasn't 
WIM a. « « 


You do not 
understand, my 
Child, even when the 
evidence exists in 
your own son! 


Maybe because we shared a womb, 
but maybe for no reason at all except 
that witchery was the power he hod, 

the magic he was drawn to. 


Mikasi 
Was a Witch. 


But when we 
denied him learning, 
his magic grew, twisted, 
and hurt him. 





Men can't use 
witchery. Everything 
forbids it. 


Are you 
So sure? 


Or is it because we 


don't teach men witchery 
or Women shifting? 


Mikasi was not 
the only one who had 


unexpected magic... 


co SP 
he could not 
hide it as well 
as I could. 
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I have a little of 
both -- witchery and 


shifting -- although I have 
| y Kept that secret these 


long years. 


But I always Knew, 
just like you, Holly, have never 
had a moment's doubt that you 
are a true witch. 


And so... 


Listen to your son 
when he tells you he is 
a true witch, too. 





I regret what 
we did to Mikasi every day. 
It was not his magic that 
Was wrong, but what we 
denied him. 


Don't do 
the same to 
Aster. 





Stews TOOT 
understand. 





I've been 
trying To Tell you 
for a long time. 
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\’ 
I love you 


no matter what, 
Aster. 


We'll figure 
this out as a 
Family. 





I think we 
have much to learn 
from each other. 


4) a? 
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... So Pil be starting 
witchery classes in a few weeks, 
but Juniper has been showing 
me Some Things privately. 


She says 
there's all Kinds 
of gaps in what 
I Know! 


I’ve never 
heard someone be 
= so excited about 
classes! 


» 





Mom and Dad don't 
really get it, but ...I don't 
Know, They haven't Kicked 
me out or anything. 


i 
7 a U 
— Be cae 


So it 
all worked 
out! 


Yeah, What about 
I guess it What's his name -- 
did. Mikasi? 


He's 
Still in The 
Spell. OoZrsS 
I think They = 


don't Know what == 
to do with him. 
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Seeing 
him... 


He was like 
me. I could have 
been like that. 


But I 
won't be. 


You? 
You're way 
too nice. 


If you're 
Studying to be a 
witch and everything, 
you'll be really busy, 
won't you? 


You probably 
won't be able to come 
over here anymore. 
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I mean, 
aren't you not 


Supposed to hang 
out with... 


ordinary 
humans? 










not supposed to. 
But I think... 










» Ithink 
maybe I should 
figure out rules 
like that for 
myself. 
Like 
you do. 








The reason we're 
not supposed to be friends 
is the same reason I'm not 
Supposed to be a witch. 


But ...lam, 
and we are. 


I can't be like \ 

SS my dad or my mom, you Know? ¥ 

Si And I don't want to be like 
Mikasi... ever. 


So I 
just have to 
be myself. 


I want to T mean, 
be friends who wouldn't? 


with you. 
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away from cliffs for Ee 
a while, okay? On! I wanted 


to ask: Do you get 
a flying broom? 








| A whot? | 








Never mina. 
Pass the cookies? 


at as 


Ny 
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Aster, along with all the other kids 
in the family, mostly wears 

Jat-bete mastome (oy, aelcwer bale me leel0) eb Aa3 
with protection charms made for 
him by his mother. His favorite 
color is purple and he doesn’t 


like getting haircuts. 


Even when Charlie has her 
leg in a cast, she still dresses 
like she’s ready to play 
basketball or baseball at the 
drop of a hat. In an earlier 
draft of this story, she didn't 
have a broken leg, which is 
why there’s a design of her 


igi elelel ae Mert & 


This is early concept art of Aster, when I 


thought he'd be older. I always knew, though, 


that he liked to find out-of-the-way places 
to read through his spell book. 





Holly is a perfect witch. She’s powerful, 
practical, beautiful, and kind, and I wanted 


her character design to reflect that. 


Like Holly, Tohor is a perfect 
example of a shapeshifter. He 
always knows what to do, he 
loves his family, and he’s in 


roltlelsMaysigeterlathacs 


I had a lot of different designs for Mikasi, but I decided in the end to 
make him into a kind of dragon monster. He used magic to force himself 
to transform so many times that he became a mishmash of different 


animals—a coyote’s face, a crocodile’s body, and a human’s hands. 
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EVEN MAGiC HAS RULES... 


Everyone in Aster’s family is born with magic. Boys grow up to be 
shapeshifters; girls into witches. No exceptions. 


But Aster can’t seem to get the hang of shapeshifting. Instead, he 
spends his time spying on the witchery lessons the girls are getting. 
He seems to have a knack for casting spells and wants to know more, 
but the only person he can share his growing gift with is Charlie, a 
girl from the non-magical side of town. 


Then, during a night of shapeshifting practice, one of the boys 
goes missing. Aster knows he can search for the boy with the 
witchcraft he’s been secretly learning. Could breaking his family’s 
most important tradition save the day—or ruin everything? 
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